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followed: CI beg you, for Heaven's sake, never to mention me to
this woman, whom I consider capable of anything. You told me
yourself once that passion was dead within you . . . then you
proved that you still felt affection for me, but you make a great
mistake if you think I can witness without pain . . . such a fatal
weakness in you. . . . I would then have no interest in you, no
affection for you ... for it is said that she bends you to her will
. . . and that you are robbing yourself of your renown in the eyes
of the world/

The malicious Ghita1 regarded the matter differently. She wrote
her opinion to the King, according to which jealousy and wounded
pride had overwhelmed his friend, who found it most difficult to
play the role of the discarded mistress: 'I cannot even repeat to
Your Majesty the terms of abuse and the insults which Mariannina
heaps daily on Lola Montez. She has always declared and sworn
that there was nothing but pure friendship between her and Your
Majesty. Many laughed at this, many doubted, but some believed
her. Now, by her outbursts of rage and fury, she has convinced
every one that her constant reiterations . . . were untrue and that
she has now been sacrificed to another woman/

April had come to an end, but Ludwig's malady still kept him to
his room. The King bore this with patience: 'My cheerfulness will
outlast it, I am determined/ He only hoped that he would be
well in time for his summer visit to Briickenau. 'Lolette, from
whom I am inseparable, is to come there/ the King wrote, knowing
that his wife was to take a cure at a watering place in Bohemia.2

In Tann's opinion, something would again have to be done to
counter the numerous outbursts against Lola Montez, even though
he was not sure whether they were slanders or the truth. On the
whole, he was rather inclined to believe some of them. Neverthe-
less, he drew up the draft of a declaration which Lola Montez
inserted in the Allgemeine Augsburger Zeitung on ist May, 1847:
... 'I declare any person who dares to speak evil of me without
being able to prove it to be a dishonourable slanderer/ When
it was pointed out to the King why the whole world was against
the lady, he replied3: 'Which of the proud women from so-called
better classes would have acted differently if she had been thrown
on the world young, beautiful and helpless? And is that or this
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2  Ludwig I to Tann, Munich, 28th April, 1847.  Tann family archives.

3  Heigel, Ludwig I., p. 271.